
Executive Summary  
of the Functional and Non-Functional Requirements  

of the Minnesota Administrative Rules Status System (MARSS) 
 

The MARSS system will support many capabilities and will realize a number of aims. Transparency in the 

rulemaking process and access to rulemaking information are primary benefits to be provided through 

establishing this system. In addition, the system will allow for proactive engagement methods to be put in place 

to provide relevant rule information to the public and legislatives staff, officials and committees. The system will 

also bring efficiency and consistency into the rulemaking process and will be built to a level of robustness and 

security appropriate for the official repository for the permanent preservation of rulemaking records. The 

system will be built with future desired capabilities in mind, such as workflow support for authorized reviews by 

entities other than agencies and expanded methods for engagement and notification. The move from 

distributed, manual support to centralized, automated support for rulemaking will provide solutions for many 

expressed needs of the public, the legislature and agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Description of the Functional and Non-Functional Requirements 
of the Minnesota Administrative Rules Status System (MARSS) 

 
 

Capabilities Provided in the Initial Build of MARSS 
 

The capabilities to be supported through the initial build of the MARSS software system are described below. 

Further detail is provided via the functional and non-functional requirements in Appendix XX, written as 

software requirements specifications for the technical team. 

Transparency in the Rulemaking Process and Access to Rulemaking Information 

The MARSS system will provide a mechanism to provide the desired transparency and access to information 

related to rulemaking. The onus of responsibility for submission of rulemaking information to MARSS will 

continue to rest with each agency. The agencies will receive support from the MARSS system in their aim to 

provide process transparency and information access. This aim will be made easier to achieve by virtue of 

maintaining official rulemaking records in one place rather than by each of the more than seventy agencies with 

rulemaking authority.  

Internet and mobile access to rulemaking information will be provided to the public as well as to legislative staff, 

officials, and committees. Robust search options will be provided to provide greater access to relevant 

rulemaking information. This information will include adopted rules, the status of active rulemaking 

proceedings, the status of potential rulemaking proceedings via each agency’s Docket, and abandoned rules and 

historical rules prior to MARSS, to the extent possible. 

Proactive Engagement through the Provision of Relevant Rule Information 

The MARSS system will provide notifications of pertinent rulemaking events to legislative staff and officials as 

well as to legislative committees associated with rulemaking proceedings. Notifications will also be provided to 

agencies, such as when statutory, rule or law changes with potential rule impacts occur.  

Information in the MARSS system, initially to include only public information, will be presented with relevance 

and presentation in mind. The public, including all interested persons, will be provided with a timeline display of 

rulemaking activity and status. The system will also allow agencies to control when rulemaking information in 

development is ready and appropriate for public consumption up through the adoption of a rule, at which point 

the official rulemaking record items will be publicly accessible and permanent. 

Efficiency and Consistency 

Improved efficiencies and consistency will be achieved by virtue of using a deliberately designed shared system. 

Agencies will have greater support for their rulemaking activities and documentation. For instance, agencies will 

have process support through a personal dashboard for tracking their rulemaking, reports and topics of interest.  

System Robustness 

The MARSS system will be built as a robust, secure, reliable system appropriate for the permanent preservation 

of official rulemaking records. The system will also be built to gracefully change to accommodate capabilities 



desired in the future. Some capabilities to enhance MARSS in the future have been identified and are described 

below. 

Future Capabilities 

Assigned Reviews 

System support for reviews to be completed by authorized reviewers, such as the Minnesota Management and 

Budget Office (MMB), the Governor’s Office, and the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH), may be added in 

the future. The edit rights necessary to complete these reviews would be provided through internet or mobile 

device access. These reviews might include adding rulemaking items to the rulemaking record during the 

rulemaking proceeding, providing review consultation related to a rulemaking record item, and/or providing an 

electronic signature for a rulemaking record item where required. 

Expanded Proactive Engagement and Advanced Notifications 

The support through a personal dashboard for tracking rulemakings of interest, reports and topics of interest 

might be extended in the future to the public as well as legislative staff, officials and committees. 

The public’s access to rulemaking information might be enhanced through publicly available rule topic or rule 

event-based subscription services. Anyone would be able to subscribe to specific rulemaking information 

through a self-help interface. This capability could likely also support the agencies’ requirement to maintain lists 

which identify interested and impacted persons and entities for the purpose of notification when relevant rule 

information is available. 

Workflow support, such as alerting an assigned reviewer of an upcoming review deadline, might be provided in 

the future. While the initial build of MARSS will support public information only, the design will be built knowing 

that security capabilities may need to accommodate the possible inclusion of information associated with 

workflow support that is not public in the future. 

In Summary 

The MARSS system will support many capabilities and will realize a number of aims. Transparency in the 

rulemaking process and access to rulemaking information are primary benefits to be provided through 

establishing this system. In addition, the system will allow for proactive engagement methods to be put in place 

to provide relevant rule information to the public and legislatives staff, officials and committees. The system will 

also bring efficiency and consistency into the rulemaking process and will be built to a level of robustness and 

security appropriate for the official repository for the permanent preservation of rulemaking records. The 

system will be built with future desired capabilities in mind, such as workflow support for authorized reviews by 

entities other than agencies and expanded methods for engagement and notification. The move from 

distributed, manual support to centralized, automated support for rulemaking will provide solutions for many 

expressed needs of the public, the legislature and agencies. 

 

 


